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19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–10 Edition) § 4.52 

§ 4.52 Penalties applicable to individ-
uals. 

Individuals violating any of the re-

porting requirements of § 4.51 of this 

part or who present any forged, al-

tered, or false document or paper to 

Customs in connection with this sec-

tion, may be liable for certain civil 

penalties, as provided under 19 U.S.C. 

1459, in addition to other penalties ap-

plicable under other provisions of law. 

Further, if the violation of these re-

porting requirements is intentional, 

upon conviction, additional criminal 

penalties may be applicable, as pro-

vided by under 19 U.S.C. 1459, in addi-

tion to other penalties applicable under 

other provisions of law. 

[T.D. 93–96, 58 FR 67317, Dec. 21, 1993; 59 FR 

1918, Jan. 13, 1994] 

FOREIGN CLEARANCES 

§ 4.60 Vessels required to clear. 
(a) Unless specifically excepted by 

law, the following vessels must obtain 

clearance from the Customs Service be-

fore departing from a port or place in 

the United States: 

(1) All vessels departing for a foreign 

port or place; 

(2) All foreign vessels departing for 

another port or place in the United 

States; 

(3) All American vessels departing for 

another port or place in the United 

States that have merchandise on board 

that is being transported in-bond (not 

including bonded ship’s stores or sup-

plies), or foreign merchandise for 

which entry has not been made; and 

(4) All vessels departing for points 

outside the territorial sea to visit a 

hovering vessel or to receive merchan-

dise or passengers while outside the 

territorial sea, as well as foreign ves-

sels delivering merchandise or pas-

sengers while outside the territorial 

sea. 

(b) The following vessels are not re-

quired to clear: 

(1) A documented vessel with a pleas-

ure license endorsement or an undocu-

mented American pleasure vessel (i.e., 

an undocumented vessel wholly owned 

by a United States citizen or citizens, 

whether or not it has a certificate of 

number issued by the State in which 

the vessel is principally used under 46 

U.S.C. 1466–1467 and not engaged in 

trade nor violating the Customs or 

navigation laws of the United States 

and not having visited any hovering 

vessel (see 19 U.S.C. 1709(d)). 

(2) A vessel exempted from entry by 

section 441, Tariff Act of 1930. (See 

§ 4.5.) 

(3) A vessel of less than 5 net tons 

which departs from the United States 

to proceed to a contiguous country 

otherwise than by sea. 

(c) Vessels which will merely transit 

the Panama Canal without transacting 

any business there shall not be re-

quired to be cleared because of such 

transit. 

(d) In the event that departure is de-

layed beyond the second day after 

clearance, the delay shall be reported 

within 72 hours after clearance to the 

port director who shall note the fact of 

detention on the certificate of clear-

ance and on the official record of clear-

ance. When the proposed voyage is can-

celed after clearance, the reason there-

for shall be reported in writing within 

24 hours after such cancellation and 

the certificate of clearance and related 

papers shall be surrendered. 

(e) No vessel shall be cleared for the 

high seas except, a vessel bound to an-

other vessel on the high seas to— 

(1) Transship export merchandise 

which it has transported from the U.S. 

to the vessel on the high seas; or 

(2) Receive import merchandise from 

the vessel on the high seas and trans-

port the merchandise to the U.S. 

[28 FR 14596, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 

T.D. 79–276, 44 FR 61956, Oct. 29, 1979; T.D. 83– 

214, 48 FR 46512, Oct. 13, 1983; T.D. 85–91, 50 

FR 21429, May 24, 1985; T.D. 94–24, 59 FR 13200, 

Mar. 21, 1994; T.D. 95–77, 60 FR 50010, Sept. 27, 

1995; T.D. 00–4, 65 FR 2873, Jan. 19, 2000; CBP 

Dec. 08-25, 73 FR 40725, July 16, 2008] 

§ 4.61 Requirements for clearance. 

(a) Application for clearance. A clear-

ance application for a vessel intending 

to depart for a foreign port must be 

made by filing Customs Form 1300 

(Vessel Entrance or Clearance State-

ment) executed by the vessel master or 

other proper officer. The master, li-

censed deck officer, or purser may ap-

pear in person to clear the vessel, or 

the properly executed Customs Form 
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